RESOLUTION OF THANKS
115th Anniversary Convention
April 28, 29, 30 & May 1, 2026
TEXAS A & M HOTEL & CONVENTION CENTER
“Madam Chairman, I Alan Vinson move to adopt the Resolution of Thanks to be posted on The Texas Cotton Association website post-convention. Motion was seconded by Brady Raindl and unanimously approved by members in Convention.” 
To retiring President Ellen Batchelder of BUNGE for the excellent job she has done. For her unselfish contribution of time and effort and assistance in the guidance of the Association's affairs during the past year, we are most grateful. 

To all sponsors who have contributed to the success of our 113th Annual Convention, we would like to thank them individually: (see program listing all convention sponsors attached to this resolution as an addendum)
To the TEXAS A & M Hotel & Conference Center, College Station, Texas, for the use of their facility and for the exceptional support of Cheryl Goodman, Sales Manager and the staff. 
To Benjamin Leonido, Audio Visual Manager, TAMU University Center and Special Events, for providing the technical requirements needed and for working with us to provide an aesthetically pleasing experience for attendees.
To Activity chairs, Brady Raindl and Greg Wakefield – TCA-DALCOT and Rick Stone – PICKLEBALL for help in coordination of the TCA TRIATHLON 2026 consisting of three events, MARKET GUESS GAME, PICKLEBALL & GOLF. 
To Bryce Baca, TAMU Ag Economics major and intern and to Staffing Texas for assistance during our convention.
To COTTON CARRIERS for sponsoring the SAM CLAY MEMORIAL CALCUTTA, on Tuesday evening.
To Richard Mallory of Mallory Alexander International Logistics for his help in auctioneering teams at the event and to Brady Raindl of ECOM USA and Greg Wakefield of Wakefield Inspection Services for their help with conducting and awarding golf prizes during the TCA-DALCOT SAM CLAY MEMORIAL CALCUTTA on Tuesday evening.
To Rich Kahlich, Head Golf Pro and the Philips Event Center Briarcrest golf course for hosting the TCA-DALCOT TRIATHLON #1 event. 

To all participants and winners of the MARKET GUESS GAME, the TCA TRIATHLON #2 event.
To RUDER TOWER & UNIVERSITY CLUB for providing the excellent venue for the WELCOME TO TEXAS RECEPTION Wednesday night.
To all COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN and MEMBERS for their diligent work in the preparation of policy resolutions. 
To COMMODITIES INTEGRATED LOGISTICS (CiL) for sponsoring the NETWORKING BREAKFAST LOUNGE on Thursday morning during the committee meetings.
To TEXAS A & M RECREATION CENTER for the use of their indoor PICKLEBALL courts during the TCA TRIATHLON #3 event on Thursday afternoon.
To CORNERSTONE SYSTEMS, for sponsoring the TRANSPORTATION RECEPTION Thursday night.
To PLAINS COTTON COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION (PCCA) for underwriting the Thursday evening BATCHELDER PRESIDENTIAL DINNER honoring President Ellen E. Batchelder.
To CORNERSTONE SYSTEMS and MEDITERRANEAN SHIPPING CO. (MSC) for sponsoring each of the two bars during the BATCHELDER PRESIDENTIAL DINNER & DANCE.
To SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGEMENT for sponsoring the entertainment provided by TEXAS UNLIMITED BAND during the BATCHELDER PRESIDENTIAL DINNER & DANCE.
To the TEXAS UNLIMITED BAND for providing excellent entertainment, music to dance by and the unique way of including our audience, during the BATCHELDER PRESIDENTIAL DINNER & DANCE on Thursday night. 
To all SPEAKERS during the seated breakfast during the GENERAL SESSION on Friday morning – Invocation by Darren Newton, TCA Director; Presiding President & Annual Address by Ellen E. Batchelder; ACSA Update by Chairman, Darren Long, and Keynote provided by John Hark, of Bertling Logistics Services, Inc.  
To all 1st, 2nd & 3rd place teams and individual winners of the TCA TRIATHLON 2026 announced after the GENERAL SESSION during the AWARDS CEREMONY and to Rick Stone of OLAM AGRI, the overall winner of the coveted TCA Triathlon Silver Challenge Cup.
To all TEXAS COTTON CLUB MEMBERS for their added support.
To all participants of the HOWDY GET ROWDY RAFFLE.
To Jencie Escue of Cue Creative for designing the 2026 CONVENTION PROGRAM and the TEXAS-SIZED BIG BALE OF COTTON – for our convention theme, “DEEP ROOTS. BOLD GROWTH: THE TEXAS COTTON ASSOCIATION LEGACY”.
To Don Denny of The Slate Group for producing a quality print job for the 2026 Convention Program.
To Jereme Ragsdale of Sign Design for creating the Texas-sized Big Bale of Cotton sign.
To Dan Holsapple of Holsapple Engravers to produce the TCA Triathlon Silver Challenge Cup 2026 and the President’s gavel plaque.
To Bonnie Baer of Neiman Marcus for arranging for the President’s gift of the Waterford Vase and inscription on the rim honoring Ellen E. Batchelder during her year of service to the TCA. To Al Neiman and Theo Marcus, founding incorporators of Neiman Marcus – Theo Marcus as a cotton merchant  for twenty-five years and board member of The Texas Cotton Association throughout the early years of TCA’s founding, elected to serve as the director representing the TCA in the newly formed American Cotton Shippers Association, during its first year, according to the Minutes of the TCA April 3rd, 1924; Al Neiman and his wife, Carrie, (Theo’s sister) were engaged in the partnership on the production side while retailing cotton textiles to support the business. We continue our gratitude to those that shaped our legacy. 
To Tim Buckley of Invest-A-Cast for the replica wax invention and casting of the TCA President’s pin produced for TCA for many years.
To all convention attendees who participated in Texas Cotton Association’s 115th Anniversary Convention.
To all others who contributed to the success of the TCA 115th Annual Convention, “DEEP ROOTS. BOLD GROWTH: THE TEXAS COTTON ASSOCIATION LEGACY”.
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